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Goole also arrive here and await clearance by the 
Customs. If  medical inspection is to be efficiently 
performed and to be carried out by day and night, 
it is necessary that all vessels on arrival from in- 
fected ports should not be allowed to enter the 
docks or proceed upwards except they have a cer- 
tificate duly signed by your medical officer of 
health, or other person deputed, that there is no 
infectious disease on board. 

In  the interests of the public health and com- 
merce this is essential. There would be no delay, 
and what has been described by an eminent cor- 
respondent who witnessed the inspections here, the 
"game  of hide and seek"  at night would be 
avoided, and possibly the serious consequences of 
the escape of any vessel from an infected port not 
receiving medical inspection would be prevented. 

In  the event of an outbreak of cholera in 1893, 
I would respectfully advise your authority to im- 
mediately approach the Local Government Board 
with a view to obtaining powers for the detention 
of all vessels arriving from infected ports for medi- 
cal inspection before being allowed to enter the 
docks. 

To anticipate often lessens the responsibility and 
anxiety of a population, and I believe I am ex- 
pressing the opinion of your authority, that whilst 
we are protecting ourselves at our ports we are 
protecting others, and that the expenses incurred 
for these extra precautions, which are necessary, 
should be contributed to by the Imperial Ex- 
chequer. 

We are not yet perfect, and to render ourselves 
secure, additional expenses will have to be incurred 
in order to properly carry into effect the various 
orders which are from time to time issued by the 
Local Government Board. 

THE GERMICIDAL POWERS OF ~' SANITAS " PRE- 
PARATIONs.--Dr. A. B. Griffiths has recently com- 
pleted a series of experimental observations on this 
point. H e  found, for instance, that silk threads, 
impregnated with the bacillus of diphtheria, were 
rendered sterile in exposure of 28 seconds ; bacillus 
typhosus, in 5]  minutes. By "Sanitas fluid," 5 ° 
per cent. strength, the bacillus typhosus was 
destroyed in 12 minutes, and the bacillus diph- 
theria in io  minutes. 

THE MONEY VALUE OF A MEDICAL OFFICER 
OF HEALT>I.--The Croydon Rural Sanitary Autho- 
rity have recently advertised for a medical officer 
of health at ~ 4 o o  per annum. He  is required to 
devote his whole time to his duties, which range 
over a district embracing 21,872 acres, and travel- 
ling and other expenses must be paid out of his 
meagre salary. As an additional inducement to 
candidates the appointment is only made for a 
single year ! We sincerely hope that no candidates 
will be forthcoming, though we fear this is impro- 
bable. 

T H E  L A C K  OF I S O L A T I O N  ACCOMMO- 
D A T I O N  IN SOUTFIAMPTON.  

By ARTHUR W. HARRIS, M.R.C.S., D.P.H., M.O.H. 
for Southampton. 

IN my annual report for the year i89i  , and on 
several occasions during the year now under review, 
I have felt it my duty to point out to you the unfor- 
tunate and dangerous position in which the town 
of Southampton is placed for the want of proper 
hospital accommodation, and I must again ask you 
to give this matter your most earnest and serious 
consideration. The great advancement Southamp- 
ton is shortly to enjoy renders our present state of 
unpreparedness to deal effectually with any 
epidemic which may occur of still more serious 
moment. 

Our present hospital consists of a private house 
incapable of receiving more than one variety of in- 
fectious disease at the same time. I t  is situated 
on a main thoroughfare open on the south-west to 
the water. On the west is attached a dwelling- 
house, formerly a beerhouse, where lodgers are 
now received and machine work is taken in. Its 
north and north-west sides are dangerously near to 
courts, alleys, and several common lodging 
houses; in fact it may be stated to be 
placed in the immediate proximity of an insanitary 
area. 

The building is old, the roof defective, and some 
of the rooms are untenantable through damp. 
I t  has three floors, so that if there are patients on 
each it is necessary to multiply the night staff of  
nurses. The windows and doors open on the public 
thoroughfare known as West Quay, a road which 
is greatly used by the public, so that the presence 
of infectious cases in the hospital must prove a 
great danger to the persons passing as well as to 
the residents of the district. The nurses' rooms 
are in the same house, adjoining the wards, and 
become saturated with the poison of any infectious 
disease which may be under treatment in the hos- 
pital, so also does their clothing, and although it 
is a rule that the nurses do not leave the building 
without previously having a bath or a change of 
attire, I am of opinion that, as they have no proper 
rooms to change in and there is no isolated block 
in which their clothing may be kept free from in- 
fection, when they leave the hospifal the public 
run a great danger. Owing to the number of 
nurses required for a few patients in such a building 
the accommodation for the sick is greatly mini- 
mised. Infected clothing up to a recent date has 
been washed in the scullery adjoining the kitchen ; 
there are no stores for clothes or for food, and the 
kitchen is in direct communication with the wards. 
For further evidence of the necessity of at once 
taking measures to secure a suitable hospital, I 
refer you to the report herein included on the out- 
break of typhoid fever, scarlet fever, and small-pox 
in Southampton during the year. In  the present 
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building it is impossible to treat any private 
patients who might be willing to pay. I t  is im- 
possible when there are a number ofcoloured men 
in a ward to make our own townspeople comfort- 
able in the same room. It  is, moreover, most detri- 
mental to the morality and training of children to 
be obliged to occupy the same room as adult 
patients, many of whom come from low 
neighbourhoods. 

These facts, I trust, will prove what I previously 
urged upon you both in the report of last year and in 
separate reports since, viz., the necessity of pro- 
viding a suitable isolation hospital upon a more 
desirable site, the great point being that in your 
present state you are perfectly unable to cope with 
any epidemic Which may occur, or to carry out 
proper isolation of cases notified to you under the 
Infectious Diseases Notification Act. The object of 
thecompulsory notification of contagious diseases is 
that you may isolate cases of persons who are with- 
out proper accommodation in their own homes, 
and who thereby become a danger to the public 
health, such isolation being the only effective 
method of preventing an epidemic. 

Again, Southampton being a large port in 
frequent communication with countries where small- 
pox is nearly always prevalent in a more or less 
virulent form, we run special risks of importing that 
disease, and a greater risk of an epidemic here than 
other towns unless stringent measures of isolation 
are adopted. 

Unfortunately it is commonly believed by the 
public that the Port Sanitary Authority, acting 
through their medical officer, have the power of 
quarantining, and making all sorts of regulations in 
regard to ships arriving with smalj-pox on board, 
but in the present state of legislation we are 
dependent entirely upon the Customs officials, 
whose duty it is to notify to us the existence of 
any infectious disease upon a ship arriving at 
the port. After the Customs' examination the 
ship at once proceeds to the dock, where passen- 
gers and many of the crew are immediately dis- 
embarked, even before the arrival of the medical 
officer, and all that can then be done is to remove 
the sick (if any), but no precautions can be taken 
with those who may have been exposed to the 
danger of infection, and have already entered the 
town. I t  is from such people as these we run 
great risks. Southampton should be well prepared 
to cope with any result that may arise from such a 
system. 

On january 3oth the s.s. " T a m a r "  arrived with 
two cases of small-pox on board, which were iso- 
lated as far as possible in the hospital. The town 
up to this time was perfectly free, the outbreak 
caused by the same ship in x89i having been 
stamped out. In the present instance, before the 
port medical officer was able to take any precau- 
tions against the spread of the disease, all the 
passengers and crew were ashore, with a result that 

personal inquiries in the districts chiefly frequented 
by sailors, and the notification by medical men, led 
to ten of the crew who had thus come into the 
town being removed to hospital suffering from 
small-pox, the origin, of course, being on the 
steamer "Tamar." They were removed within 
periods of a few hours to seventeen days 
from the time of arrival. This importation 
led to the infection of others. Six cases were 
unmistakably traceable to infection from the situa- 
tion of West Quay Hospitalmtheir homes being 
West Quay, Castle Lane, and Simnel Street° 
Nothing could be more conclusive of the 
dangers of manufacturing disease in that neigh- 
bourhood by the isolation of such cases at West 
Quay. 

On July 9th the hospital was empty again, when 
i t  was thoroughly disinfected and cleansed. 
During the early part of August an outbreak 
of typhoid occurred, many cases being among the 
very poorest of the inhabitants, and on the 
authority of the Sanitary Committee t 7 cases were 
isolated in the hospital. Isolation at home may be 
easily done without risk in typhoid, provided the 
patients can afford the cost of, or can otherwise 
obtain, good nursing. 

In October an outbreak of scarlet fever 
threatened the town, and was assuming a serious 
aspect. The cases could not be received at the 
hospital, which was already occupied by typhoid 
fever patients. The typhoid cases then in hospita~ 
were, by the kind permission of the Governors~ 
removed to the Royal South Hunts In- 
firmary, and the scarlet fever cases were 
isolated, which, happily, stopped the epi- 
demic. While these cases occupied the hospitat~ 
efforts were made to obtain means for the isolation 
of a small-pox case occurring in November, which 
were ineffectual, and I was instructed that it should 
be isolated at home until the cases of scarlet fever 
could be removed. 

I think the events of the year prove conclusively 
it is necessary that this borough should be provided 
with an isolation hospital with pavilions for separate 
diseases, and that such hospital should have ar~ 
open situation. 

IMPORTATION OF FRUIT AND YEAST.--The 
Hull Port Sanitary Authority last year drew the 
attention of the Local Government Board to the 
enormous quantities of fruit and yeast imported 
from IIamburg, which, in the opinion of the 
authority, might be a source of danger to the public 
health. In answer to the communication the 
Local Government Board, however, stated that 
they had no information as to any case of convey- 
ance of infection by either of these articles, 
nor have they made any order prohibiting 
their importation.--Yfram Dr. Masan's Annual 
Report. 




